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(54) Mail synchronization of remote and local mail systems 

(57) The present invention relates to a mail synchro- 
nization system. A local mail system (104) provides 
electronicmail services to a desktop computer (11 4) and 
includes a local mail server (116) and a mail synchroni- 
zation client (118). The local mail server manages stor- 
age receipt and delivery of electronic mail messages 
with respect to the desktop computer, can display a list 
of electronic mail messages in a local inbox, and stores 
the list in the local mail server. A wireless mail system 
(112) provides electronic mail services to a mobile de- 
vice (1 08) and includes a mobile device mail application, 
a mobile device mail server and a mail synchronization 
server. The mobile device mail server manages storage, 
receipt and delivery of electronic mail messages with re- 
spect to the mobile device, can display a list of electronic 
mail messages in a remote inbox, and stores the list in 
tho mobile device mail server. The mail synchronization 
client and said mail synchronization server interact to 
synchronize the list of the electronic mail messages for 
the local inbox and the remote inbox in a two way man- 
ner without user interaction. Thus, the user is able to 
effectively see and interact with only a single "virtual" 
mailbox, which is the synchronized combination of the 
two different electronic mailboxes. 
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